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Doug, 
 
I believe that progress is being made toward the common goal within ILSAC/Oil of completing 
the specification for the new passenger car engine oil category, ILSAC GF-5.  The use of 
shorter, more frequent, but more focused meetings or conference calls should help the 
members work through the issues that need to be resolved.  The conference call on March 2 
focused primarily on the timing issues related to the Sequence VID Precision Matrix, and the 
result was a well defined plan of meetings and expected decisions that needed to be made in 
those meeitngs.   
 
The next conference call is scheduled for March 31 and my understanding is that the primary 
discussion items will be related to the ACC Technology Demonstration Period and the API 
Mandatory Waiting Period, and how these two items can affect the overall GF-5 time line.  As 
ILSAC members have voiced in prior ILSAC/Oil meetings, there is a need to have the API First 
License Date moved up from the currently proposed October 1, 2010 to August 1, 2010 to 
ensure GF-5-licensed oils are commercially available when 2011 model year vehicles are 
introduced in 2010 calendar year.  OEMs must abide by requirements set by EPA for certifying 
vehicles using only engine oils that are commercially available when those vehicles are 
introduced.  Hopefully, the Sequence VID acceptance process covered in the earlier conference 
call will allow us to take some time out of the GF-5 time line, but the two longest-duration items 
remaining are the ACC Technology Demonstration Period and the API Mandatory Waitng 
Period.  Moving the first license date up to August 1 would seem to require either overlap of 
those two items or a shortening of one or both of them.  ILSAC understands the importance of 
the API Mandatory Waiting Period.  The ACC Technology Demonstration Period is however a 
new item in a ILSAC GF-category development time line.  There was no Technology 
Demonstration Period included in the GF-4 time line, as shown on the following page.  Although 
ILSAC does not deny the possible need of a Technology Demonstration Period within the GF-5 
timeline, we are not sure how the duration of the Demonstration Period was determined and 
thus, ILSAC questions whether the Technology Demonstration Period needs to be as long as 
currently allotted or whether the end of the Technology Demonstration Period could be run 
concurrently with the API Mandatory Waiting Period.  For example, the time period when ACC-
registered tests are run during the Technology Demonstration Period could be included as part 
the API Mandatory Waiting Period since these tests are acceptable for use in actual GF-5 
qualification approvals. 
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Based on the above items, ILSAC requests that API, in its discussions related to the GF-5 time 
line, consider the concurrent running of a portion of the API Mandatory Waiting Period with the 
ACC Technology Demonstratrion Period.  I look forward to the March 31 conference call and 
expect that the ACC Technology Demonstration Period and the API Mandatory Waiting Period 
issues will be covered by their respective organizations in that conference call.  If you have any 
questions regarding this matter please contact me at any time. 
 
 
Jim Linden, Chair 
ILSAC 
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  ILSAC/OIL Committee Work

  GPS DEVELOP IIIG TEST METHOD

  RUN PRECISION MATRIX (5/7 - 6/3)

  ASTM ACCEPTED IIIG TEST (6/17)

  IIIG REGISTRATION (8/12)

  ILSAC/OIL APPROVE GF-4 SPEC (1/8)

  API MANDATORY WAITING PERIOD

  API FIRST LICENSE DATE (Sept 30, 2004)

  API MANDATORY USE DATE (April 30, 2005)  
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